


SOUTH WALES FIRE & RESCUE AUTHORITY

MINUTES OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2019 AT
SOUTH WALES FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS

72.
PRESENT:

	Mr G Hughes (Chair)
	
	Independent Lay Member

	Mr R Alexander
	
	Independent Lay Member

	Mr D Fussell
	
	Independent Lay Member

	Councillor A Roberts
	
	South Wales Fire & Rescue Authority

	Councillor J Williams
	Arrived 16:55
	South Wales Fire & Rescue Authority

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	
	

	
	
	

	Mr S Barnes
	
	Independent Lay Member

	Councillor J Harries
	
	South Wales Fire & Rescue Authority

	
	
	

	ABSENT:
	
	

	
	
	

	Dr M Kerbey
	
	Independent Lay Member




OFFICERS PRESENT: - DCO S Chapman – Monitoring Officer, Ms S Watkins – Deputy Monitoring Officer
73.
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
As Councillor Smith had completed her 8 years tenure as a Member of the Standards Committee, Members unanimously agreed to send her a letter of thanks to acknowledge her dedication and support to the Standards Committee.
74.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.
75.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 22 March 2018, were received and accepted as a true record of proceedings subject to the following amendment:-
· Mr C Powell was the ‘Deputy’ Monitoring Officer, not Monitoring Officer as recorded throughout the minutes, and Ms S Watkins was the incoming temporary Monitoring Officer.
With reference to item 66 in the minutes, ‘Members Training’, the Monitoring Officer advised Members that combined training with Mid & West Wales was being arranged, and the most suitable date at the moment was 27 March, 2019.  Officers confirmed they would provide further details in due course.
76.
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDANCE FOR COUNCILLORS
The Monitoring Officer presented a report which brought Members’ attention to the Social Media Guidance for Councillors issued recently by the Welsh Local Government Association.

RESOLVED THAT
Following discussion, Members confirmed that it was a good comprehensive report, and agreed to note the content.  Members also noted that this had been circulated to all Fire Authority Members
77.
PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES – CODE OF CONDUCT CASEBOOK
The Monitoring Officer presented a report to Members on the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales Code of Conduct Casebook, issues 17 to 18.
RESOLVED THAT
Following discussion on individual cases, Members agreed to note the content of the Ombudsman Code of Conduct Casebook, issues 17 to 18, published by the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales.
78.
ADJUDICATION PANEL FOR WALES – SANCTIONS GUIDANCE
The Monitoring Officer presented a report to Members on the new Sanctions Guidance issued by the Adjudication Panel for Wales.
RESOLVED THAT
Following discussion on the points and observations Members had raised at the last Standards Committee meeting on the draft guidance document, they agreed to note the new Sanctions Guidance issued by the Adjudication Panel for Wales.
79.
PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES – ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS 2017/2018
The Monitoring Officer presented a report to Members which included extracts from the Annual Report and Accounts for the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales for the year ending 31 March, 2018, in respect of Members’ Code of Conduct matters.
RESOLVED THAT
79.1
Members agreed to note the content of the report.
79.2
Following a question and answer session, Officers agreed to confirm whether there was an appeals process for the complainant if the Ombudsman considered it was not in the public interest to pursue a complaint.
Councillor Williams joined the meeting at 1655 hrs.

The Chair presented a warm welcome to new Member, Councillor Williams, and provided a brief overview of the structure of the Standards Committee meeting, and what had been discussed so far.
80.
OBSERVATIONS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
The Monitoring Officer presented a report for Members to consider Independent Member observance of Authority meetings.
RESOLVED THAT
80.1
Following lengthy discussion, Members agreed to consider nominating an Independent Member to observe up to three key Authority meetings per Municipal Year, and to provide a brief summary of their observations at the next Standards Committee meeting.
80.2
Officers agreed to circulate dates of meetings to Members in due course.

81.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE, WALES – 14 SEPTEMBER 2018
The Monitoring Officer presented a report which provided Members with feedback from the Standards Conference, Wales, held on 14 September, 2018.
RESOLVED THAT
81.1
Following positive feedback received from Mr Alexander and Councillor Williams who had attended the last Standards Conference, Members agreed to note the content of the report.
81.2
With reference to possibly setting up a network of Standard Committee Members within South Wales, Officers agreed to raise the issue with other Monitoring Officers, and to provide a response at the next meeting.
82.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

82.1
Following discussion on arranging a date for the next Standards Committee meeting, Officers agreed to circulate a date at the same time as confirming a date for the Members Training session.
82.2
Officers also agreed to circulate a copy of the Standard Committee minutes to Members before the next meeting.
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